Lé-Than Tran Trong Kim

Tran Trong Kim (1883-1953) but hiéu Lé-Than, nguoi lang Kiéu-Linh, xa Dan-Ph,
huyén Nghi-Xuan, tinh Ha-Tinh. Ong sinh ra vao budi giao thoi nhu cic nha vin ké trén. Gia
dinh 6ng c6 truyén thong khoa cir, nén nam sau tudi 6ng da hoc chit Nho, sau theo hoc chir Phap
& truong Nam-Binh (1897-1899), rdi vao hoc Trudng Théng-ngdn Ha-Noi (College des
Interprétes au Tonkin). Trudng nay duoc thanh 1ap tir nim 1886, tdm phan mudi sb théng-ngdn
dugc dao tao ra lam viée cho cac van phong thdng-st va cong-st. Trudng ¢ cha dich dao tao
nhitng ngudi c6 van hoc chtr khéng phai chi thuan tuy 1a thdng-ngdn. Lic bay gid, cong viéc doi
hoi ngudi thdng-ngdn can biét ca ba thtr chit: chit Nho, chit Phap va qudc-ngir dé cd thé dich céc
van ban chit Nho sang chit Phap va qudc-ngit.

Nam 1903, 6ng tét nghiép va dugc b di tinh Iy Ninh-Binh.

Nam 1906, Tran Trong Kim cing Nguyén Vin Vinh sang du hoi cho Exposition
coloniale de Marseille & Phap. Hoi cho nay ¢6 muyc dich gidi thiéu vé nhiing san pham, dia ly va
my thuat tai cac thudc dia cua Phap dé cho cdng ching Au-chau biét d¢én. Ong Vinh xem xét
nghé in va lam bao rdi tré vé nudc. Tran Trong Kim xin vao hoc truong tu & Bourg-Saint-
Andéol, pha Audéche, vé sau 1én Lyon hoc. Nam 1908, nho xin duoc hoc bong, ng 1am luu hoc
sinh & Truong Thudc-dia roi vao hoc & Truong Tiéu-hoc su-pham (Ecole Normale des
Instituteurs) & Melun. Nam 1911, toan-quyén Klobukowsky dén Pong-Duong nham chic va bo
hoc bong nay nén dng phai vé nudc.

Khi vé nuéc, dng dugc day hoc tai Truong Bao-ho; nam sau 6ng day Truong Hau-bd
(Trudng Si-hoan); nam 1919, Trudng bi béi bo, dng duoc bd di day Truong Su-pham; nam 1921,
6ng lam thanh-tra cac truong tiéu-hoc Bac-ky. Trong thoi gian gitta nam 1924 va 1926, 6ng duoc
clr vao hoi-dong soan thao sach gido khoa tiéu-hoc. Nam 1931, éng day Truong Su-pham Thuc-
hanh (Hang Than); nam 1933 dng lam giam-déc cac trudng nam tiéu-hoc & Ha-Noi, va vé huu
nam 1942.

Ngoai ra, 6ng con tham gia cac hoat dong xa hoi va chinh tri: pho truong-ban van-hoc
cua Hoi Khai-tri Tién-duc, nghi-vién Vién Dan-biéu Bic-ky, truong-ban nghién-ctu Phat-hoc
cua Hoi Bic-ky Phat-giao (1934). Nam 1945, ong duoc vua Bao Dai moi ra thanh lap noi-cac
cua Viét-Nam Dé-quéc.

Tir ndm 1934, sau khi hoi Phat-giao Bic-ky thanh lap, 6ng da timg nhiéu l1an thuyét trinh
vé dao Phat tai Hoi. Ba bai dién thuyét cua 6ng di duoc in thanh tap sach Phdt-gido.

Quyén Phdt-giao caa Tran Trong Kim gém c6 ba bai dién vin sau day:

1. Phdt-gido doi véi cugc nhan-sinh.

2. Thuyét Thap-nh; Nhan-duyén.

3. Phdt-gido tiéu-thira va dai-thira.

Phdt-gido doi véi cuge nhan-sinh. Tac gia chia bai dién vin 1am bén doan: doan dau tién
tac gia n6i ly do tai sao lap ra Hoi Phat-gi4o (nho d6 ma co budi dién thuyét nay), doan thi nhi
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noi vé lich sir Phat-té Thich-ca, doan tha ba n6i vé nhitng diéu cét yéu trong Phat-phap, doan th
tu n6i vé nhan xét cua tac gia vé dao Phat dbi voi cudc nhan-sinh 1a thé nao.

Vé ly do tai sao lap ra Hoi Phat-gi4o, tac gia cho rang: O Viét-Nam, c6 hai dao phd théng
nhét 1a dao Nho va dao Phat. Dao Nho thi chd trong viéc xu-thé va it noi dén viéc séng chét, con
dao Phat thi chi trong viéc xuét-thé va hay ndi vé sy song chét. Tur xwa dén nay, rat nhidu nguoi
Viét tin theo dao Phat nhung it ngudi hiéu dén ¥ nghia sau xa trong dao ly cua dao Phat. Vi dao
Phat c6 anh huong I6n dén tinh than ngudi Viét cho nén ngudi Viét can hiéu 16 nghia dao dé biét
cach sdng 1am sao cho hop véi dao, bét nhitng su khd nio trén doi.

Ong néi: “[...] ngay nay noi dén dao Phat, phan nhiéu ngudi van tudng 1a theo dao Phat
chi can nhitng ngay ram, méng mot nhé an chay va dén chua I1& Phat ma thdi, ngoai ra khéng
may ngudi hiéu dén coi ngudn dao Phat 1a thé nao, khong biét dao Iy sdu ndng ra sao, tham chi
c6 ké ngay ngay miéng niém Phat, tay lan trang hat, ma bao nhiéu hanh dong déu trai han voi
dao Phat.”

D6 13 1y do chinh cua su thanh 1ap Hoi Phat-gido gitip cho nguoi doi hiéu rd dao Phat
hon.

Vé lich st Phat-t6 Thich-ca thi tac gia ké lai tir khi ngai sinh ra doi, cho dén khi ngai dic
dao, thuyét phap vé Tu-thanh-dé cho nam vi sa-mon.

Vé nhimng diéu cbt yéu trong Phat-phép, tac gia ndi vé Tui-thanh-dé va Thdp-nh; nhan-
duyén. Ong ciing noi vé ba thir nghiép: than-nghiép, khau-nghiép va y-nghiép. Ong cho rang theo
Phat, phuong phap dé di dén chd giai thoat ra khoi moi sy dau kho 1a thyc hanh ngi-gii va luc-
dé. Su thuc hanh nay bao gém ca hai pham vi huéng-ndi va huéng-ngoai.

Ong giai thich y nghia huéng-ndi va huéng-ngoai nhu sau: - “Hudng-ndi 1a chi-trong
vao sy tu minh ngin phong nhimng diéu xau ac, gay tén-hai cho minh va cho ngudi khac; huéng-
ngoai 1a chi-trong vao sy thuc-hanh, 1am nhiing diéu tu-thién, ich-lgi cho minh va cho ngudi
khac.”

Pé gilp cho viéc thuc hanh nhitng didu hudng-noi thi c6 ngi-gisi: bat sat, bt dao, bat ta-
dam, bat vong-ngir, bat am-tiru.

*hat sat: khong giét hai, ¢é cho moi sinh vat dugc sdng tron céi kiép caa no.

*hat dao: khdng trom cudp, khong lay cua cai cua ngudi khac.

*bat ta-dam: khong gian dam, chi quan hé chinh déng véi vo hay chong caa minh.

*hat vong-ngir: khdng néi doi, khdng bia dat, khong vu oan gia hoa cho ai.

*hat am-tau: khéng udng ruou vi udng ruou roi say sua, khong gitt duoc tinh than sang
suét, gay ra nhiéu diéu tai hai.

Mudn tich luy cong-dirc hay huéng-ngoai thi phai thuc hanh tich cuc luc-dg 1a sau phép
dé ra khoi bén mé: bé-thi, gdm c6 tai-thi va phap-thi; tri-giéi; nhan-nhuc, c¢é sinh-nhan va phép-
nhan; tinh-tan, cé than tinh-tan va tam tinh-tan; thién-dinh; bat-nha.

*h4-thi: trong bd-thi co tai-thi va phap-thi. Tai-thi 1a dem tién cia com gao ma gidp
ngudi lac doi kho. Su bd-thi ndy tuy theo sirc caa minh mién 1a bo duoc long tham cua minh ma
chia sé véi nguoi khac va dé giap cho nguoi khac duoc vui vé. Phép-thi 1a dem tai-tri ciia minh
thuyét-phuc nguoi khac lam diéu lanh, diéu phai, hoic lay 1ong thanh-tinh ngay-chinh caa minh
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ma mé rong con dudng tri-tué cho ngudi khac. Ngudi 1am viéc phap-thi khéng phai vi muén
khoe khoang, cau danh loi ma 1am vi 10ng tu-bi béac-ai.

*tri-gigi: gitt vitng cac diéu ran dé ngan nhitng viéc &c gay ra do than, miéng, y caa minh.

*nhan-nhuc 1a cach dé dbi phé vai sy tic gian nong nay. Sinh-nhin 1a sy nhin-nhyuc &
doi, khong tré nai ludi biéng, khdng vi tic gian ma chiri ming, danh dap, thu oan nguoi khac.
Phap-nhan 1a khi co diéu lo budn trong tdm-tri, khéng liy Iam oan gian ma kién nhan chiu dung.

*tinh-tan: nd-lyc, c6-gang lam diéu lanh diéu phai. Than tinh-tan 1a Iy than minh chiu
dung kho nhoc dé 1am diéu thién. Tam tinh-tan 1 gitt cho 10ng 1am diéu thién du lau ciing khong
chan nan, du khé cling khong nan chi.

*thién-dinh: chd tm vao viéc tinh-tam tu-tap, khdng chay dudi theo viéc khac.

*hat-nha: tri-tug, soi rd hét thay trong thé gian va thong dat moi I&.

NGi vé anh huong cia dao Phat trong cudc song thi Lé-Than tién-sinh viét nhu sau:

“Pdi vai toan thé cudc nhan-sinh, dao Phat lai co cai than-luc rat linh-diéu 1a 1am cho
ngudi ta voi dugc bao nhiéu nhitng ndi kho-ndo & trong long. La vi ngudi ta sinh ra ¢ doi, I8 tat-
nhién 1a phai vat-1on véi doi, ma da vat-1on véi doi 1a tat phai méc vao vong tinh-duc, né 1am
cho ta hon-mé di, twong danh 1a that danh, loi 1a that loi. Ngo ddu danh véi loi & doi déu la
nhitng céi ao-anh 1am mdi nhir ta vao déng lra hdng ma hun dét ta mai. Nho c6 dao Phat lam
cho ta tinh ra, thiy rd céi that, cai gia, thi du ta co hiang-hai ma lam viéc doi dé tra ng doi, ta
cling khong say-dam & nhirng su hu-vong né rang-budc ta, ma lac nao ta ciing ung-dung ty-do dé
diéu-khién cai tam-than cua ta va trir bo hét thay nhiing diéu phién-nio.

Bai thé, nguoi nao da dat dugc dao-ly cia nha Phat thi bao gio cling than-nhién, khong
cho viéc doi la chan-nan, khong lay su dac-that 1am lo budn, khéng bi céi lta tinh-duc né hun
dbt duoc. Ta vui 10ng lam diéu lanh, diéu phai 14 ta biét c6 chu Phat soi to cai tim-y cua ta, va
van ¢ bén canh ta dé nang-dd, ctu gilp ta va chang-minh céi long thanh-that cua ta. Nho c6
than-lyc ay cua Phat, cho nén ta ¢ céi sicc manh dé lam viéc giup doi ma khong vudng-viu voi
tinh-duc.

Pao Phat ma hiéu ding nhu thé thi that 1a mot dao rat ung-dung thu-thai, ma van cé céi
tiém-luc rat manh va rat hay. Mot t6n-giado ma cé nhiing duc-tinh nhu thé, that dang quy 1am
vay.”

Pé két luan bai dién vin doc & Hoi Phat-gido Bac-ky, Lé-Than tom luoc vé dao Phat nhu
sau: “Ngudi ta & doi chi c6 hai con duong la mé véi ngé. M@ rdi thi mdi ngay mot téi-tam lai,
ngé rdi thi cang ngay cang sang-té ra. Pao Phat ndi tom lai chi c6 may 15i: muyc dich 1a chuyén
mé khai ngg.

Chuyén mé 13 1am cho ngudi ta thoat khoi cai mé-tinh trong tam-gidi, khai ngg 1a chuyén
m& céi tdm-nhan dai-ngd dé duoc c6 dai bo-dé va duoc ching dai nat-ban. Phuong-phap 1a:
“Bao nhiéu diéu ac thi khong 1am, bao nhiéu diéu thién thi phai lam hét; ty minh phai giir céi
tam-y caa minh cho ngay chinh trong sach. Ay 12 15i day cta chu Phat.”
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